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S()CIAL=DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



REPORT, 1907, 8, & 9. 

Number of new branches and affiliated bodies : 1907, 57 ; 
igoS, 46; 1909, 24. Paying membership: 1907, 14,500; 
\n(^>^, 16,000; 1909, 17,000; nominal membership, several 
thousands more. Income and expenditure of the Social- 
I >rinocratic Party and branches, and its printing and pub- 
li' liin^^ establishment, the Twentieth Century Press, and its 
l)(>(jt factory, the Pioneer P>oot Works : 1907, ^28,500 ; 1908, 
/, n,ooo; 1909, ^'29,000, Reduction in income in 1909 is 
.liir entirely to the period of bad trade which has affected 
most adversely the industrial districts. ! 

As regards municipal and other local elections, the con- 
•'■'•is in 1907 gave us 66,493 votes, with a gain of 24 seats 
.Hiil :i loss of nine; those in 1908, 55,785 votes, with again of 
1. 1 line] a loss of 16 seats; and those in 1909, 114,191 votes, 
wilh a gain of 18 and a loss of four seats. 

The sale of Socialist pamphlets and brochures at the 
< I nhal Office of the S.D.P. and the Twentieth Century Press 
•Jill ing the last three years has been 520,000. In addition, 
1,504,000 Socialist manifestos and leaflets on various im- 
f'<Ml;uit public questions have been distributed. Seventy new 
'•Mrialist pamphlets and brochures and reprints have been 
I Micd during the same period, among which may be nien- 
iiMiKul -~**Tbe International" (Gustave Jaeckh), *' Sixty Years 
m ihe Social-Democratic Movement'* (Frederick Lessner), 
*• Woman Suffrage " (Clara Zetkm), '' The Unrest in India" 
(II. M. Hyndman), ^' The Russian Revolution" (Th. Roth^ 
'.l<"in), '^The Citizen Army" (R. Edmondson), '^ The Triumph 
"t I he Trust under Free Trade" (H. W. Lee), ''Train Talks" 
If.. Iv. Hartley), ** The Position of Women in the Socialist 
Movement " (Dora B. Montefiore), '' The Proletariat," '' The 
Capitalist Class," ''The Class Struggle," "The Sociahst 
Cninmon wealth," '' Ethics and the Alaterialist Conception of 
History" (Karl Kautsky), and "Value, Price and Profit" 
(Karl Marx). The size of our weekly organ, "Justice," has 
I" rn increased, and its circulation doubled. 

I he usual work of Socialist propaganda and organisation 
has been steadily carried on. Among special activities may 
hv mentioned the Conference of Socialist bodies and Trade 
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changes in our political machinery as wiJl give the Deoole o 
this country some real control over their affairs i thercare t^ 

thaTto V ' '" -^f '^ V^' '^^"^"^^°t travestv of democrac 
that to-day exists m these islands. ' "ucrac] 

For the past twelve or thirteen years the unification of the 
^ociahst forces m this country has been a settled portion of^ 
the policy of the Social- Democratic Party Since thi 
Amsterdam Congress of 1904, the S.D.P. h^ on severa? 
occasions approached the Independent Labour Par"v on Th J 
question of Socialist unity in ?his country Invar aX the 
reply received from the National Administrative Council ol 

ecVrbSteT ^''^^^ *^^^ *^^ -"- ^o 

Labour^ Partv tT °" '^" F"u' of Socialists here lies inth 
J^abour Party. The view of the S.D.P. is quite a contrarwi 
one We regard the question of affiliation ^to the Labo"^ 
Party as one entirely apart from that of Socialist unity and 
recent developments in the Labour Party in Parliament 
which seem to us to tend more and more in^the direct onS 
understanding with the Liberal Government. convwTthaa 
our view is the right one. We believe that there is a s ro„ J 
and growing feeling in favour of the joining together oth3 
Socialist forces, and certainly such a union is exceeding 3 
necessary here in view of the'^difficulties which the Sociafis^ 
movement has to encounter. We have always regarded he 
Independent Labour Party as being the most tmportant 

iocL !'; ^'^r'^'r '° ^^ considered in connection with 
Socialist Unity, and we have therefore endeavoured to work 
harmoniously with them before trying to get together £ 
pansofl^r' and scattered groups 'that ^exlst in vario 
wttfanSociSh^H- W^^'^^g^^d ro say that our relations 
7nTfh . H""^'^^ ^'^ °f ^ perfectly friendly character 

and that on several important occasions, notably on Russfa 
he execution of Ferrer, and Finland, we' have all Sefn ablj 
to act cordially together. We shall do everything in our 
power to secure the continuance and increase of this co oner" 
ion, feeling sure that such co-operation must, in the ^near ' 

r r^R '\"? ^^°."V^^ ""^fi'^^^'^" °f the Social " forces fn 
Great Britam and Ireland, which is absolutely necessary for 
the consohdafon in an organised form of the progress which 

"^le^^fth^eS^^^^^^^ '-' -'-'^^'^y -^^ ^-"1 



